
We All Have  
a Story to Tell:  

A Book, A Thought, An Idea

Presented by: Abilities Network Project ACT
&

The Community College of Baltimore County

Saturday, September 17, 2016
9:00 am -  4:00 pm

CCBC Owings Mills Campus 
10300 Grand Central Ave.
Owings Mills, MD 21117

  

To register contact The Community College  
of Baltimore County:

443-840-4700
Monday through Thursday from 9:00 am to 7:00 pm 

or Fridays 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Visit our website for more information  
about other programs and office locations. 

www.ccrcbc.com
Baltimore County

www.ccrchcc.com
Harford County



 SCHEDULE 
 
8:30 am – 9:00 am   Registration & Continental Breakfast
9:00 am – 10:00 am   Opening & Keynote 
10:00 am – 12:00 pm  Session 1: Workshops A-B-C-D-E
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm  Lunch – Resource Tables
12:45 pm – 1:15 pm  Afternoon Energizer
1:15 pm – 3:15 pm  Session 2: Workshops F-G-H-I
3:15 pm – 4:00 pm   Reflect and Plan

WELCOME

Abilities Network Project ACT is excited to partner with the Community College of 
Baltimore County for our 7th Annual Early Childhood Conference.  
 
This partnership was developed to accommodate the growth in conference interest 
and will allow for increased participant attendance, additional class options and a 
larger vending space. As a result of this growth and our new founded partnership, 
the registration process for the conference will change slightly.  

Participants will now register and pay registration fees through The Community 
College of Baltimore County.  Morning and afternoon session selection will take 
place with Abilities Network Project ACT. We have planned carefully for this 
change allowing for a smooth registration process.   

 are completed by The Community College of 
Baltimore County. You will need to provide them with a working email address and 
specific demographic information. The demographic information is confidential and 
will be treated as such.

Once registered, participants will receive a confirmation email that includes a link 
to the Abilities Network Resource Center website where participants will make their 
morning and afternoon session selection as well as identify their lunch preference. 

Registrations are not complete until your morning and afternoon sessions have  
been selected.

REGISTRATION

To register contact The Community College of Baltimore County:

Monday through Thursday from 9:00 am to 7:00 pm or  
Fridays 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

If paying by check or money order visit:  
www.ccbcmd.edu/flexreg, and select “We All Have a Story to Tell”

Early Bird Registration prior to Monday July 18, 2016 – $65.00

Registration on or after Monday July 18, 2016 – $75.00

Registration CLOSES on Friday, September 9, 2016.

Groups of 5 or more from the same agency will receive a discount. For more 
information contact The Community College of Baltimore County.

For more information about how to register, please contact 
Christal Dean or Hayley Turnbaugh at 410-828-7700 or email 
crcbc@abilitiesnetwork.org. 

No refunds will be issued for this year’s conference. Conference 
Registration can be transferred to another company representative through 
September 1, 2016. You must contact a Project ACT representative to 
complete this process.

 • Resource tables
 • Raffles
 • Free parking
 • Easy access from the Metro
 • Cash and Carry vendors
 • 6 hours of Core of Knowledge and 1 Professional Activity Unit



MORNING SESSIONS 
10 AM—12 PM

A. Rabbit Duck and Spoon: A 
Conversation in Differences
Dawn Baker 
Using Rosenthal’s books we will 
encourage conversation that 
inspires children to consider others 
perspective. We will also explore 
what it means to value differences 
in others and what it means to value 
who we are as well. 
B. Roxaboxen: Children’s Books Can 
Inform Our Practices Too!
Amy Weaver
This session explores the role of 
best practices in the early childhood 
classrooms. Sustainable learning 
opportunities versus learning for the 
moments explored.

C. Visiting Feelings: Mindful Me 
How Yoga and Mindfulness Promotes 
Social and Emotional Growth
Jodi Huffman
This workshop will define mindfulness 
and why it is important. Participants 
will discuss self care, deep breathing 
as a form of mindfulness and yoga 
as mindful movement. Providers will 
learn how to incorporate mindfulness 
in the classroom.
 
 
 
 
 
 

D. Building Self-Esteem and Self-
Regulation Skills Using Nursery 
Rhymes
Dr. Betsy Diamant-Cohen
A quick overview of executive 
function skills will be followed by 
hands-on demonstrations of concrete 
ways to partner nursery rhymes with 
activities that build self-esteem and 
self-regulation skills. For instance, 
learn how to use a flannel board to 
practice turn taking, paying attention 
and following directions, while also 
building self-esteem.
E. Saying Goodbye to Lulu: Talking 
with Children about Death  
Liran Laor & Orly Zimmerman-Leizerov
Children growing up today are well 
aware of the reality of death. They 
feel something ominous is occurring in 
their world. We cannot protect them 
from the tragedies of life, but we can 
model healthy attitudes. In this session 
teachers will learn about children’s 
understanding of death, questions 
children may ask when death occurs 
in their surroundings, ways to talk 
with children about death and support 
their emotional needs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AFTERNOON SESSIONS  
1:15 PM -3:15 PM

F. Baby Happy, Baby Sad: 
Understanding, Expressing, & 
Supporting Mental State Language
Jean Montgomery, MA, CCC-SLP
Simple pleasures, like gigantic 
ice cream cones and soaring red 
balloons, fill adults and children 
alike with joy. How can we help little 
listeners cope when ice cream scoops 
go splat and balloons fly away? This 
presentation will explore how young 
children recognize emotions and 
develop language for mental states 
(e.g., happy, sad, hungry, tired); 
as well as how we as educators 
can support healthy emotional 
development through literacy. 
G. Marvelous Me: Inside and Out: 
Fostering a Positive Self-Image in 
Young African American Males 
through Literature 
Petrea Hicks
This workshop will discuss ways 
adults can help young African-
American males (2-5 years old) 
develop and foster a healthy self-
image. The areas of discussion will 
include a sense of security, a sense of 
belonging and a sense of competence 
and pride. Additional children’s 
books featuring young African-
American males are introduced.
 
 
 
 

H. My Brother Charlie: Understanding 
Autism Spectrum Disorders in the 
Childcare Setting
Trish Kane & Neal Lichter
Neal and Trish will offer attendees 
a practical understanding of Autism 
Spectrum Disorders (ASD) using 
experiential exercises and personal 
experiences. Providers will learn ways 
to facilitate successful interactions 
in the childcare setting through 
this lens. In addition, there will be 
an interactive opportunity where 
attendees can “Make and Take” 
sensory fidgets.
I. Abuela: Connecting Families and 
Cultures through Storytelling
Phuong H. Hoang
Storytelling is one of the best ways to 
help young children develop listening, 
speaking, and comprehension skills. 
We want to encourage children to be 
active listeners as they enjoy, retell, 
and act out stories. We want to help 
children engage with others and 
appreciate their cultures. Participants 
with share their experiences with 
storytelling and will examine the 
benefits of using books, folk tales and 
personal stories to encourage social 
connections in the classroom, home, 
and community. 
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Registration 
Visit us on the web!

www.ccrcbc.com - Baltimore County
www.ccrchcc.com - Harford County

[Follow Us]

Keynote Information 

Marisa Conner
Marisa serves as the Youth Services Manager for Baltimore 
County Public Library. Since 2004, her responsibilities have 
included developing and coordinating public library programs 
for children birth through teen and creating active learning 
spaces designed to promote early literacy and school readiness 
in public libraries. She was responsible for developing the 
learning components for Storyville at BCPL. Prior to working in 
libraries, Maria spent 27 years working in the field of public 
education; both as a teacher and administrator. In addition, 
she was an adjunct professor of early childhood education at 
Johns Hopkins University for nine years. She is co-author of the 
ALA Editions book: The Power of Play: Designing Early Learning 
Spaces and is currently serving on the PLA/ALSC Every Child 
Ready to Read Oversight Committee. Marisa earned her M.Ed. 
at Loyola College of Baltimore, MD.

Conference Sponsors: 
 —Hollenshade’s Auto Service
 —Play Keepers
 —Giant


